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THE 7 ANCIENT CHURCHES

BEEFSHEIRR - REAZLE
The Letter Template for Basic Structure - Penned by John

- The Praise 17
. The Challenge Hki%
. The Cure BRI

- The Promise NiF

. The Application RZFE
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Smyrna Church — The Suffering Church
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SMYRNA CHURCH — THE SUFFERING CHURCH
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B 2:8-11 (CCB)
BT EEHSHE

8 RESFEHFIBEHASHARME, BAUELN. KEn. EMEENEY, 9 RABEREZEREMELS,
HILRZEEM . HOMENLEANIRAERES, NEHRAMLAAN, HIEAZE, mEHENRENK “HENE
KA SR %‘f(E'E’]zM . AMRA S BMENS R 2], 10 f(RAEER Iﬂr%ﬁ&fﬂ’lﬁi’ﬁ BRERR]
HHAN—EATERE, AR, RMNPEXTRNEBEE. BREERDL, ROBERETHEE. 11

‘%iﬂ#%?ﬁ%ﬁﬁiﬁéﬂ’ﬂiﬁ, NBERNENE. SHEVAEE RIFLTHE.

Revelation 2:8-11 (NIV)
To the Church in Smyrna

8 “To the angel of the church in Smyrna write: These are the words of him who is the First and the Last, who died and
came to life again. 9 | know your afflictions and your poverty—yet you are rich! | know about the slander of those
who say they are Jews and are not, but are a synagogue of Satan. 10 Do not be afraid of what you are about to suffer.
| tell you, the devil will put some of you in prison to test you, and you will suffer persecution for ten days. Be faithful,
n to the point of death, and | will give you life as your victor’s crown. 11 Whoever has ears, let them hear what the
Spirit says to ches. The one who is victorious will not be hurt at all by the second death.
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SMYRNA CHURCH - THE SUFFERING CH

(—) T BEBNFHEER
The Historical Background of the Church in Smyrna
L& Location
#C;B Origin
= #{ Religion

+HZ#< The Church in Smyrna
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D) ATt EEHSME

The Message of the Letter To the Church in Smyrna

H@®N2E5NtEEASU T O4E:

Jesus says four thlngs about this suffering church in Smyrna:



SN ZENLTEEHZU T HHE:
JESUS SAYS FOUR THINGS ABOUT THIS SUFFERING CHURCH IN SMYRNA:

1. HAEREZ M. (v.9)
| know your afflictions.

JA7~3k 2:9 (CCB)
RAEREZHEE ...

Revelation 2:9 (NIV)
9 | know your afflictions (tribulation, suffering) ...

¥ thlipsis &g/ tribulation T X
FRemtATMNEEPRBUTRIERNNEEIMNRETA DB HEKRNEREE .

It describes the crushing pressure that is used to extract the juice form grapes or to separate
grain from its husks at threshing time.



SN ZENLTEEHZU T HHE:
JESUS SAYS FOUR THINGS ABOUT THIS SUFFERING CHURCH IN SMYRNA:

ER&R = >KIR % 758"

Jesus mentions “death” three times:

o AMUELE. RXEM. EMEANE ... (v2:8)
... These are the words of him who is the First and the Last, who died and came to life again ...
(v2:8)

o . BYREZEILEI...(v2:10)
... Be faithful, even to the point of death ...(v2:10)

o . BHZILAWE _KILTE (v2:11)

... The one who is victorious will not be hurt at all by the second death (v2:11)




O K#&3 10:28-33 (CCB)

28 PELERBEREFE, FERARZAHA, ARMAMI]. EEREBMNEESEMRER—
FISRKAHWMEN LT, 29 RAREAZRAE—PHEEL? RMxERXNFY, —RBA
SiEE . 30 BUERNAAAEBHEENS 7. 31 UAESE, RINETFZHREERE!
32 “FL/?\J@FH?@)\?&E’\J, BAERKERHAAIAME, 33 LATFAFINIKR, BAEXRXEFTH5
RN

Matthew 10:28-33 (NIV)

28 Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather, be afraid of the One
who can destroy both soul and bodyiin hell. 29 Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one
of them will fall to the ground outside your Father’s care. 30 And even the very hairs of your head
are all numbered. 31 So don’t be afraid; you are worth more than many sparrows.32 “Whoever
acknowledges me before others, | will also acknowledge before my Father in heaven. 33 But
whoever disowns me before others, | will disown before my Father in heaven.



H A R85 Y T M
| KNOW YOUR AFFLICTIONS

\

BHOEEER LT SEHSHIA:

Jesus’ intention was to affirm with the Church in Smyrna:

1. RAERFTEBR: LT,
| know what happened to you: death.

2. BAEREERIGR: BT,

| know what you're about to face: death.

3. AR/ LT,

I‘ve experienced what you’ve experienced: death.

4. FERHE: R,

I’ve conquered: death.

AE LT E

The victorious: will no b the second death.



SN ZENLTEEHZU T HHE:
JESUS SAYS FOUR THINGS ABOUT THIS SUFFERING CHURCH IN SMYRNA:

2. RAEMRNTES. (v.9)

| know your poverty.

JE7% 2:9 (CCB)
BHEREXRERENZSS ...

Revelation 2:9 (NIV)
| know your afflictions and your poverty ...

#325: penia % AEX/penury & penurious =X

F—FERER TARFEE EAEEELERER BXIXFEZHmAIMAO.
F_RERE MENSHE, T48xs, ITEAE, EE2EIFEISEXH.



BAERNR S
| KNOW YOUR POVERTY

JE7~% 2:9 (CCB)
HABRE R ERENTAS, HLREE 2.

Revelation 2:9 (NIV)
| know your afflictions and your poverty — yet you are rich!



BAE RN S
| know your poverty

5, K485 6:20 (CCB)
20 (RMNBIEMERBAERE, REXBRT
R, A=HEE, KB RE KA.

Matthew 6:20 (NIV)

But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven,
where moths and vermin do not destroy, and
where thieves do not break in and steal.



RABE RS

| know your poverty

O K@ 19:21 (CCB)
ERER S WARRBMEIAEE, MELE
Rl EBBA, RS EVERE
AL, SREIREKBRME.

Matthew 19:21 (NIV)
Jesus answered, “If you want to be perfect, go,
sell your possessions and give to the poor, and
you will have treasure in heaven. Then come,
follow me.”




AWK

| KNOW YOUR POV

B IN%E3 12:13-21 (CCB)
THRES IR

133XRf, ABFRBANEEY: )0, BRI KRR KTIE, "14 BBSHEE: "Bk, WRHIERMNOEH TSR, AR102
KicUe? " 158E, WXRAR RMNBNOPSE—UINRD, BAANEGHAETHKESTE. "16 BBERXH 7 — Db, W “F—1

2%, BEEXFR, 17 T2O0EREFE, BHEERSHNITAS T, BABR? 18 TEMY, FIERENCERE, BEILEEXH,
SFER A N BAMY! 19 3K, HE T MUXMBCE, "RIRERXAZM™, —4£ZHAR, RERTSHLL. REHIZBITR

el 20 B EFmXfBE, TRMEAR, SBHERGERNS! (RrME—UIBSRZAlk? 21 Bighy: "Xp2 LR BB SR,

HLHFEBIANAEEZANTR,

Luke 12:13-21 (NIV)
The Parable of the Rich Fool

13 Someone in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the inheritance with me.” 14 Jesus replied, “Man, who appointed me a judge
or an arbiter between you?” 15 Then he said to them, “Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; life does not consist in an abundance of
possessions.” 16 And he told them this parable: “The ground of a certain rich man yielded an abundant harvest. 17 He thought to himself, “‘What shall |
do? | have no place to store my crops.” 18 “Then he said, ‘This is what I'll do. | will tear down my barns and build bigger ones, and there | will store my
surplus grain. 19 And I'll say to myself, “You have plenty of grain laid up for many years. Take life easy; eat, drink and be merry.”” 20 “But God said to
him, ‘You fool! This very night your life will be demanded from you. Then who will get what you have prepared for yourself?’ 21 “This is how it will be
with whoever stores up things for themselves but is not rich toward God.”



BAERAYEE S

| know your poverty

S L EH 6:10 (CCB)
PLERRERER, AEBER, WF—R Wk,
MEZAEE, WF—TE, AFEFEEF!

2 Corinthians 6:10 (NIV)

sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; poor, yet
making many rich; having nothing, and yet
possessing everything.



BAERAYEE S

| know your poverty

£ 2:5 (CCB)

BRENFILIK, 1BITHIE, EHAEHK
BN, Ef1E SIE,\J:EEE FERE A
NG BLEE 2 NRERD?

James 2:5 (NIV)

Listen, my dear brothers and sisters: Has not
God chosen those who are poor in the eyes of
the world to be rich in faith and to inherit the
kingdom he promised those who love him?



SN ZENLTEEHZU T HHE:
JESUS SAYS FOUR THINGS ABOUT THIS SUFFERING CHURCH IN SMYRNA:

3. RANE AL A XTPRASEE,  (v.9)

| know you have been slandered.

B 2:9 (CCB)
. B AIE AL AR, MIBFMALAKAN, HLRE mERERNEK [“HE R &
EXHERNER", AUFRES EFMERNS R XTI,

Revelation 2:9 (NIV)
... | know about the slander of those who say they are Jews and are not, but are a synagogue of Satan.

8215 WK (R]), WAIABIRIE (30).
slander: (noun) the action or crime of making a false spoken statement damaging to a person's
reputation; (verb) make false and damaging statements about (someone).



fEfE171% 17:6-7 (CCB)
6 I AZRE ML, ®ICEBANAJL DB ANE SME QAR S
Uz “%KE“?)LEUE SEYABIBANXESR Y, 7 BRAMEF TR, ftR{TE
U<, WAH — T IHEBER,

Acts 17:6-7 (NIV)
6 But when they did not find them, they dragged Jason and some other
believers before the city officials, shouting: “These men who have caused
trouble all over the world have now come here, 7 and Jason has welcomed
them into his house. They are all defying Caesar’s decrees, saying that there
is another king, one called Jesus.”




SN ZENLTEEHZU T HHE:
JESUS SAYS FOUR THINGS ABOUT THIS SUFFERING CHURCH IN SMYRNA:

4. RAEMREEEZNERE. (v.10)

| know what you are about to suffer.

B3 2:10 (CCB)
FAEZPREEZHNEE., BREBRMNEPHN—EATELKE, HERN, R(12
EZ+RNEE, BREZIFLLD ..

Revelation 2:10 (NIV)

Do not be afraid of what you are about to suffer. | tell you, the devil will put some of you in
prison to test you, and you will suffer persecution for ten days. Be faithful, even to the point of
death ...



FHIE PR R R R
| KNOW WHAT YOU ARE ABOUT TO SUFFER

N TBEASERKREEEZNEYE, BSREL TR

Jesus pointed out two points about the suffering that the church in Smyrna would suffer in the future:
1. XEMEEETN (+X)
This persecution will be limited (10 days)

2. XEXE R — PR
This persecution will be used to test you




B RIS

FERH 1:2-3 (CCB)

(EURIEENT)

2 ﬁﬂﬁ%ﬁﬁ%ﬁﬂi LIRTEBRSMERNNE, #HMEBIIAARERNE., 3 BMERMNNGE
NG —J—%[&A 4R,

James 1:2-3 (NIV)

Trials and Temptations

2 Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters [as part of God’s family], whenever you face trials
of many kinds, 3 because you know that the testing of your faith produces perseverance.




B HIIE PR B R Y3
| KNOW WHAT YOU ARE ABOUT TO SUFFER

%4587 1:6-7 (CCB)

6 Altt, BMFEIRSIRIMHIME N EERRGTEASREE, UEFRER. 71X, R0
SUDANIREESRERESLN, LRI KGNS ENESFEMNETSR, FR11YAER
HREBBINRNERFRE. mBENER,

1 Peter 1:6-7 (NIV)
6 In all this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may have had to suffer grief in all
kinds of trials. 7 These have come so that the proven genuineness of your faith—of greater worth
than gold, which perishes even though refined by fire—may result in praise, glory and honor
when Jesus Christ is revealed.
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(=) SXRZHFNBES
The Suffering Church Today

A5 15:18-20 (CCB)

A AT

18 “gN Rt NIRRT, E4NE, (IR RIMNUBIERREKT . 19 MRFNBETINER, HA—ESZR
1o TEMW BTiXttR, HELERNFIEL XK, lﬁtﬁAW MiTe 20 RMIEIREFUEAIIE, Db
AgAEEAN, MBBEEFR, OEBER], BNEFETENE, BOETRITAE,

John 15:18-20 (NIV)

The World Hates the Disciples

18 “If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first. 19 If you belonged to the world, it would love you
as its own. As it is, you do not belong to the world, but | have chosen you out of the world. That is why the world
hates you. 20 Remember what | told you: ‘A servant is not greater than his master.” If they persecuted me, they
will persecute you also. If they obeyed my teaching, they will obey yours also.
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EH = - RENES
SMYRNA CHURCH - THE SUFFERING CHURCH

(1) NtE8EHSHTK
The Challenge to the Church in Smyrna

\
U

BE FAITHFUL

BR3 2:10 (CCB)
1J\T%$'IEH%‘ %E’J%X’Eo BREFRMNUYFTHN—EATELE, R&RN, RNVEZTHXRH

=Ho 1EI 1 N :|: ,LJ\I[—I\

Revelation 2:10 (NIV)
Do not be afraid of what you are about to suffer. | tell you, the devil will put some of you in prison to test
you, and you will suffer persecution for ten days. Be faithful, even to the point of death ...



T HEHE - TENHS
SMYRNA CHURCH — THE SUFFERING CH

() WEHFEBSHNF

The Promise to the Church in Smyrna

BIR3E 2:10b-11 (CCB)
10 ... A GRIRETHE R, 11 ZRNEHUSIEANIE, NEEXENEN ST, SHEVIAHE "R
JRTAHE.,

Revelation 2:10b-11 (NIV)
10 ... and | will give you life as your victor’s crown. 11 Whoever has ears, let them hear what the Spirit says to

the churches. The one who is victorious will not be hurt at all by the second death.

1. AopiIER

Will give you life as your victor’s crown

2. ILAHE RILTFRE
Will not be hurt at all by the second death



Ve QY (

hoHEE
WILL GIVE YOU LIFE AS YOUR

VICTOR’S CROWN




7 & stephanos % g

g RE
Will give you life as your
victor’s crown E% crown of laurel EQX (*;:Efﬁ)

“¥E73 "stephanos f2fg L Xk FHHIER"AP—
T, MEiEGA1Em ENEHE".

=)



12 K5 4:8 (CCB)

ML, BA X % (stephanos) AFRTNE, =N XEHE
HNFSEMENF—KIBEEBELET, MESGEI,
SR EERMEMAIAN.

2 Timothy 4:8 (NIV)

Now there is in store for me the crown (stephanos) of
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will
award to me on that day—and not only to me, but also to
all who have longed for his appearing.




EFRZ HJF 9:25 (CCB)
%ﬁnttﬁﬂ’]ﬁ%%ﬁﬁ?%%ﬂ’]i)ll% DK 5,
SR, BEXHEREZYIR, B11EREL
%ﬂEfKZ_ FHIRBYIETE (stephanos).,

1 Corinthians 9:25 (NIV)

Everyone who competes in the games goes into
strict training. They do it to get a crown that will
not last, but we do it to get a crown (stephanos)
that will last forever.




L 1:12 (CCB)

G EERAMEENAGR T, Ehft
EAR/EERY, MewENTFRREmZ
AN Ear7E % (stephanos).

James 1:12 (NIV)
Blessed is the one who perseveres under trial
because, having stood the test, that person will
receive the crown (stephanos) of life that the
Lord has promised to those who love him.




%587+ 5:4 (CCB)
FR AWK EBINEE, RIIDEEKRARE
5B e e & (stephanos).

1 Peter 5:4 (NIV)
And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will

receive the crown (stephanos) of glory that will
never fade away.




J\

NtEEHE
THE PROMISE TO THE CHURCH IN SM

A BNBEMTRE_ARTHELBHR— 8 FRBOMA, 3
SEEE, SMIRT, FREFEHXE (R5LHKLRE) .

The crown of life and being spared the second death go to the same point:
Those who are faithful even to the point of death are victors who will
overcome death and will not suffer eternal death (the spiritual eternal
separation from God).



FEHR - RENAS
MYRNA CHURCH — THE SUFFERING CHURCH

o Wi AXEXRMAS, EM{IANEEEMN.
The Praise: Endurance through suffering and poverty, yet they are rich.

o ik xFIER. TEEHSENEEREZRENSH—ERCIKEK, BEARANIZB . FF B0 EHE—1HkEK.
The Challenge: No fault has been found. The church at Smyrna has been faithful in the face of persecution and even martyrdom, but
it should not become complacent. “Be faithful” is the only challenge.

N2 \
o JRARL B,

70

The Cure: Be faithful.

. B LESRSWERINEHNESTE, BRRE T RILRE.
The Promise: The church at Smyrna will receive the victorious crown of life and not be hurt by the second death.

o N RFIRAVOHISRT—V]o
The Application: Guard your heart above all things.



