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17 One day Jesus was teaching, and Pharisees and
teachers of the law were sitting there. They had
come from every village of Galilee and from Judea
and Jerusalem. And the power of the Lord was with
Jesus to heal the sick. 18 Some men came carrying a
paralyzed man on a mat and tried to take him into the
house to lay him before Jesus.
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19 When they could not find a way to do this
because of the crowd, they went up on the roof and
lowered him on his mat through the tiles into the
middle of the crowd, right in front of Jesus. 20 When
Jesus saw their faith, he said, “Friend, your sins are

forgiven.”
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21 The Pharisees and the teachers of the law began
thinking to themselves, “Who is this fellow who
speaks blasphemy? Who can forgive sins but God
alone?” 22 Jesus knew what they were thinking and
asked, “Why are you thinking these things in your
hearts? 23 Which is easier: to say, ‘Your sins are
forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Get up and walk’?
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24 But | want you to know that the Son of Man has
authority on earth to forgive sins.” So he said to the
paralyzed man, “I tell you, get up, take your mat and
go home.” 25 Immediately he stood up In front of
them, took what he had been lying on and went
home praising God.
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26 Everyone was amazed and gave praise to

God. They were filled with awe and said, “We have

seen remarkable things today.”
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The story of a paralyzed man and
is four friends
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Some men came, bringing to him a paralyzed
man, carried by four of them.




PY-T A&,

— 1 FBISES

The story of a

alyzed man
his four

nds




Zx—Righ)

The LOVE
goes the extra




B%18 Friendship in
scriptures:

BIERN T ALE: 2458 Y7 F03b0 5

The best duo: Joshua and Caleb
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The strongest trio: Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego In the fiery furnace
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The most faithful four: the friendship of these five
friends
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"My father used to always tell me: as long
as a person has five close friends In his life,

then his life Is not In vain.”
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== Proverbs 17:17
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A friend loves at all times, and a brother
is born for a time of adversity.
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The friendship of the mat, as well as the
fellowship with the saints mentioned In
discipleship, i1s not a superficial relationship nor
just a Sunday relationship, but a relationship of
mutual commitment, a relationship of going the
extra mile.
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18 Some men came carrying a paralyzed man on a mat and
tried to take him into the house to lay him before Jesus. 19
When they could not find a way to do this because of the
crowd, they went up on the roof and lowered him on his mat
through the tiles into the middle of the crowd, right in front
of Jesus. 20 When Jesus saw their faith, he said, “Friend,

your sins are forgiven.”
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The paralyzed man’s greatest hope was not
just to be healed, but to meet Jesus! Today,
are you just choosing to be an audience, or
choosing to meet Jesus?
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“The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has
anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor.

He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the
prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind,

to set the oppressed free, to proclaim the year of the
Lord’s favor.”

“Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.”
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24 But | want you to know that the Son of Man has authority
on earth to forgive sins.” So he said to the paralyzed

man, “l tell you, get up, take your mat and go home.” 25
Immediately he stood up in front of them, took what he had
been lying on and went home praising God. 26 Everyone
was amazed and gave praise to God. They were filled with
awe and said, “We have seen remarkable things today.”




