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®Then he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree growing in
his vineyard, and he went to look for fruit on it but did not
find any. 7 So he said to the man who took care of the
vineyard, ‘For three years now I've been coming to look for
fruit on this fig tree and haven’t found any. Cut it down! Why
should it use up the soil?’
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8“‘Sir/ the man replied, ‘leave it alone for one more year,

and I'll dig around it and fertilize it. ? If it bears fruit next
year, fine! If not, then cut it down.”
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°® A man had a fig tree growing in his Fig tree represents Israel

vineyard, and he went to look for . .
fruityon it but did not find any. 7 So (Jeremia 24:5), church, believers.

he said to the man who took care

of the vineyard, ‘For three years ) g@ﬁ%ﬁiﬂﬁﬁo

now |'ve been coming to look for Gardener represents Jesus.

fruit on this fig tree and haven't
found any. Cut it down! Why should
it use up the soil?’
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When | found Israel, it was like finding grapes in the desert;
when | saw your ancestors, it was like seeing the early
fruit on the fig tree...
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Then he told this parable: A man ‘
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| tell you, no! But unless you
repent, you too will all perish.
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7But very truly | tell you, it is for your good that | am going
away. Unless | go away, the Advocate will not come to you;
but if | go, | will send him to you. 2 When he comes, he will

prove the world to be in the wrong about sin and

righteousness and judgment.
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To be a minister of Christ Jesus to the Gentiles. He gave me

the priestly duty of proclaiming the gospel of God, so that

the Gentiles might become an offering acceptable to God,
sanctified by the Holy Spirit.
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But we ought always to thank God for you, brothers and
sisters loved by the Lord, because God chose you as

firstfruits to be saved through the sanctifying work of the
Spirit and through belief in the truth.
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22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance,

kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness and self-
control. Against such things there is no law.
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22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance,

kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness and self-
control. Against such things there is no law.
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| do not want you to be unaware, brothers and sisters, that |
planned many times to come to you (but have been
prevented from doing so until now) in order that | might
have a harvest among you, just as | have had among the
other Gentiles.
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You know that the household of Stephanas were the first
converts in Achaia, and they have devoted themselves to the
service of the Lord’s people. | urge you, brothers and sisters.
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So he said to the man who took care of the vineyard, ‘For
three years now I've been coming to look for fruit on this fig
tree and haven’t found any. Cut it down! Why should it use

up the soil?’
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23\When you enter the land and plant any kind of fruit tree, regard
its fruit as forbidden. For three years you are to consider it
forbidden; it must not be eaten. ?4In the fourth year all its fruit will
be holy, an offering of praise to the LORD. 2> But in the fifth year you
may eat its fruit. In this way your harvest will be increased. | am
the LORD your God.
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So he said to the man who took care
of the vineyard, ‘For three years
now |'ve been coming to look for
fruit on this fig tree and haven’t
found any. Cut it down! Why should
it use up the soil?’
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Wastage of grace
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8“‘Sir/ the man replied, ‘leave it alone for one more year,

and I'll dig around it and fertilize it. ? If it bears fruit next
year, fine! If not, then cut it down.”
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“Master, let the tree have one

more year to produce fruit.”
[New Century Version]
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